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Research Proposal for Your Thesis
Template for bachelor’s and master’s theses supervised by Prof. Dr. Romy Hilbig

How to use this template
Complete sections 1 to 9 and delete the grey guidance notes and placeholders. The proposal should not exceed [3–5] pages – it is a planning outline, not a first draft of the thesis.
Send the completed proposal as a PDF to romy.hilbig@htw-dresden.de . We will then arrange a meeting, on campus or online, to go through it together. Registration is only possible once the proposal has been accepted and the second examiner has been confirmed.
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1. Background
What is the motivation behind this thesis? What is its academic and practical context? 
[Your text]
2. Problem statement
Which specific problem are you addressing: within the company, the industry, or the research field? 
[Your text]
3. Research gap
What is already known about your problem, and which aspects remain open or have not been examined sufficiently? 
[Your text]


4. Objectives
What are the specific objectives of the thesis, and what will the outcome be? An objective is the desired result of an activity.
[Your text]
5. Research questions
Formulate one guiding research question, along with a small number of sub-questions where useful. These questions should stem from the research gap and be answerable using your chosen approach..
Guiding research question:
[Your research question]
Sub-questions (optional):
[Sub-question 1] · [Sub-question 2]
6. Methodological approach
How will you answer your research questions? Decide whether your approach is qualitative or quantitative, and explain why you have chosen this approach. Describe your planned data collection and analysis methods, how you will access the field, and the number of cases or sample size you are planning. 
[Your text]
7. Theoretical foundations
Which theories, models and concepts will you use to answer your research question, and what makes them suitable? 
[Your text]
8. Outline schedule
There will be work packages and milestones throughout the processing period (nine weeks for a Bachelor's thesis and 20 weeks for a Master's thesis). Treat your thesis as a project. The table below is a suggestion – you can adapt the work packages to suit your project, or replace them with a Gantt chart.
	Work package
	Start
	End
	Milestone

	Literature review and theoretical framework
	 
	 
	 

	Design of data collection instrument
	 
	 
	 

	Data collection
	 
	 
	 

	Analysis
	 
	 
	 

	Writing
	 
	 
	 

	Proofreading and submission
	 
	 
	 




9. References
Your key sources follow from your theoretical foundations. Relevant, current and predominantly academic sources are expected – for master’s theses this includes international literature. Use one consistent citation style (e.g. APA or Harvard) and keep it throughout the thesis.
[Surname, First name (Year): Title. In: Journal, Vol.(Issue), pp. x–y.]
[Surname, First name (Year): Title. Place: Publisher.]
[Surname, First name (Year): Title. Available at: URL (accessed on: date).]
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